
 
 

Mars in the Community 
 
The Mars in the Community programme supports projects and activities, which promote the development of 
cohesive, healthy and sustainable communities in and around our UK sites. 
 
Who can apply?  
Applicants that meet all the following criteria: 
 

 For projects from local charities, community groups, or regional branches of national charities based or 
supporting residents or areas within a 15 mile-radius from Birstall, Leeds (You can check the geographical 
eligibility of your project on the Mars in the Community website by clicking here) 

 

 Projects that will deliver a positive and lasting benefit to the community in one of the following three 
areas:  Healthy Active Lifestyles, Environment or Pet Welfare. Please note that the Local Mars site gives 
priority to applications that promote Pet Welfare. 

 

 Projects that can demonstrate clear objectives, measurable outcomes and impacts. 
 
Grant Size  
Grants of £250 upwards are available. Please note grants above £2,000 are not normally awarded. Applicants 
can also apply for chocolate and pet products to support activities that meet the themes and priorities of the 
fund.  
 
Exclusions 
Unfortunately the programme cannot support any of the following: 

 Projects which fall outside the stated criteria 

 National charities (unless local branches of national charities) 

 Individuals or charitable appeals for individuals 

 Third party fundraising – i.e. organisations fundraising for others 

 Parties or celebration events 

 Exclusive religious groups 

 Pressure groups, political organisations or causes 

 Overseas causes 

 Expeditions, overseas travels or residential trips 

 Commercial sponsorship 

 Organisations with which association may be potentially harmful to the Mars businesses 

 
Themes 
Healthy Active Lifestyles - Mars in the Community support projects that encourage a healthy approach to life, 
particularly balancing an active lifestyle with an understanding of nutrition. Some examples include projects 
which: 

 Encourage healthy active lifestyles through training and education 

 Endorse or encourage healthy active lifestyles through initiatives such as  
healthy eating classes 

 Promote physical activity, especially in unusual and engaging ways 

 Promote balanced and enjoyable diet as part of a healthy lifestyle 

 Encourage a better understanding of nutrition and nutritional information 

Environment - A safe, clean and sustainable environment is important for quality of life. Mars in the 
Community look to invest in activities which promote this.  Some examples include projects which:  

http://www.marsinthecommunity.co.uk/Register-Location.aspx


 Encourage environmental awareness and responsibility through training 
and education 

 Support the preservation of the outdoor environment through initiatives such 
as turning derelict land into allotments or wildlife parks 

 Encourage involvement and pride in the local environment through local  
initiatives which could include new recycling facilities, projects to reduce waste 
and / or carbon emissions 

Pet Welfare - Mars in the Community support Pet Welfare through projects which do the following: 

 Encourages responsible pet ownership through training and education 

 Provides better amenities and facilities for pets and their owners 

 Promotes healthy and positive interaction between pets and people 

 Promotes improved health and fitness of pets and owners 

 Addresses current issues faced with pet ownership within the community 

When can you apply? 
The deadline for submitting applications is 12 noon on Thursday 27 September 2018.  
 
How do you apply for a grant? 
You need to complete an online application form (link available below) by the deadline. If you have not done 
so within the last year, you will need to provide copies of your governing document, accounts and names and 
addresses of your management committee; these can be attached through the online form. We strongly 
suggest you submit at the earliest opportunity to avoid any unexpected, last-minute issues and the application 
must be received by the deadline to be considered. Incomplete applications (including those with missing 
documentation) and those received after the deadline will not be taken to panel. 
 
What happens after you have applied?  

We will acknowledge receipt of your application within five working days.  We will then assess your application 

and may need to contact you and your referee during this time.  The application is then considered by the 

Mars in Community Grants panel. We will tell you their decision as soon as possible after the panel has met.  

If you are successful, you will be sent terms and conditions to sign and return as a hard copy. You will also 

need to provide a bank statement to act as proof of account details (if you have not done so within the last 

three years). This can be an original, which will be returned to you, or a photocopy/online banking printout 

that has been signed by two account signatories. All signatures must be wet originals, not scans or 

photocopies. This is to confirm account details, not to check your balance or spending, and so transactions can 

be blacked out as long as the sort code, account number and account name are visible. 

The grant offer e-mail will include any additional conditions set by the panel and/or the grant payment. You 

must complete your project within 12 months of the date of our letter confirming the grant or by the date 

indicated on the offer letter. You must also complete an end of grant report telling us how the grant has been 

spent and what was achieved. Please note that failure to provide appropriate monitoring information will 

exclude your organisation from applying to future grants schemes.  If your bid is not successful we will inform 

you by email. Please note we have limited funding available and we are not able to fund every application 

we receive, no matter how deserving the project is.  

 

To open the application click here 
 
For further details contact the Leeds Community Foundation Grants Team on 0113 242 2426. 

 
 

https://ukcf.secure.force.com/forms/LeedsCF/Mars1

